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:) METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR PROVIDING PRODUCT INFORMATION 

')Abstract: 

OBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a guarantee registering procedure 
i to provide an incentive to register a guarantee for a consumer by 
iring registration information on condition that a product ID is valid once 
\ product ID and registration information on the product are received. 
^LUTION: A consumer who operates a system 102A, etc., registers the 
)duct by inputting browser registration information including a UPC or 
■nponent number functioning as a product ID to be registered. A browser 
nsmits the product ID and registration information 1 14 to a product 
Drmation server 106 through the Internet 104. The server 106 accesses 
JPC/component number index 108 by using the received product ID to 
3ide whether or not the product ID is valid and stores the registration 
Drmation corresponding to the product in a consumer entry in a 
isumer registration database 1 1 2 when so. Further, the server 1 06 
ids an access code or registration number 1 1 6 to the consumer and also 
nsmits product information 117 regarding the product identified by the 
)duct ID to the consumer. 
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OTICES * 
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his document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original precisely. 
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I the drawings, any words are not translated. 



A.IMS 



aim(s)] 

aim 1] The step which receives the registration information which is the approach of providing the consumer of a 
duct with product information through a network, and contains the product ID of said product, and the information 
ut said consumer of said product, The approach containing the step which judges whether said product ID is 
jctive, the step which stores said registration information, the step which transmits the access code which identifies 
1 stored registration information, and the step which transmits the product information about the product identified 
h said product ID. 

aim 2] The approach according to claim 1 of containing further the step which registers the guarantee of the product 
itified with said product ID. 

aim 3] The approach according to claim 2 of containing further the step which registers extension of a guarantee of 
product from which said registration information is further discriminated with said product ID including a financial 
ounting number, and the step which performs accounting to extension of said guarantee to the financial account 
cified by said financial accounting number, 

aim 4] The approach according to claim 3 by which accounting to said financial account is performed periodically, 
aim 5] The approach according to claim 1 of containing fiirther the step which receives said access code, the step 
ich retrieves the registration information in which the above containing said product ID of said product was stored 
ig said access code, and the step which transmits the newest product information about tiie product identified with 
1 product ID. 

aim 6] The approach according to claim 5 by which said access code is received periodically. 

aim 7] The approach according to claim 6 of containing fiirther the step which performs accoxmting to transmission 

he newest product information to the financial account as which said registration information is fiirther specified by 

1 financial accounting number including a financial accounting number. I 

aim 8] The approach according to claim 5 of containing fiirther the step which registers tiie guarantee of the product 

iitified with said product ID. 

aim 9] The approach according to claim 5 of containing fiirther the step which registers extension of a guarantee of 
product fi'om which said registration information is fiirther discriminated with said product ID including a financial 
ounting number, and the step which performs accounting to extension of the above of a guarantee to the financial 
ount specified by said financial accounting number. 

aim 10] The approach according to claim 9 of containing fiirther the step which performs accounting to transmission 
iaid newest product information to said financial account specified by said financial accounting number, 
aim 1 1] A system including a means receive the registration information which is the system which provides the 
isumer of a product wifli product information, and contains the product ID of said product, and the information about 
consumer of said product, a means judge that said product ID is effective, a means store said registration 
>rmation, a means transmit the access code which identifies said stored registration information, and a means 
ismit the product information about the product identified with said product ID. 

aim 12] The system according to claim 1 1 which includes fiirther a means to register the guarantee of the product 
ratified with said product ID. 

aim 13] The system according to claim 12 which includes fiirther a means to register extension of a guarantee of the 
duct fi-om which said registration information was further discriminated with said product ID including the financial 
ounting number, and a means to perform accoimting to extension of said guarantee to the financial account specified 
said financial accounting number. 

aim 14] The system according to claim 13 by which accounting to said financial accoxmt is performed periodically, 
aim 15] The system according to claim 1 1 which includes further a means to receive said access code, a means to 
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ieve said stored registration information which contains said product ID of said product using said access code, and a 

ms to transmit the newest product information about the product identified with said product ID. 

aim 16] The system according to claim 1 5 by which said access code is received periodically. 

aim 17] The system according to claim 16 which includes further a means to perform accounting to transmission of 

I newest product information to the financial account as which said registration information was fiirther specified by 

1 financial accounting number including the financial accounting number. 

aim 1 8] The system according to claim 15 which includes fiirther a means to register the guarantee of the product 
itified with said product ID. 

aim 19] The system according to claim 15 which includes fiirther a means to register extension of a guarantee of the 
duct fi-om which said registration information is further discriminated with said product ID including a financial 
ounting number, and a means to perform accounting to extension of said guarantee to the financial account specified 
>aid financial accounting number. 

aim 20] The system according to claim 19 which includes further a means to perform accoxmting to transmission of 

I newest product information to the financial account specified by said financial accounting number. 

aim 21] So that the registration information which is the system which provides the consumer of a product with 

duct information, and contains the product ID of said product, and the information about the consumer of said 

duct may be received The receiving side which can operate, So that it may judge whether said product ID is effective 

; verification equipment which can operate, The system which contains the transmitting side which can operate so 

: said registration information may be stored and the product information about the database which can operate, the 

ess code which identifies said stored registration information, and the product identified with said product ID may be 

ismitted. 

aim 22] The system according to claim 21 which contains fiirther the registration equipment which can operate so 
: the guarantee of the product identified with said product ID may be registered. 

aim 23] The system according to claim 22 which can operate fiirther so that said registration information may 
ister extension of a guarantee of the product from which said registration equipment is fiirther discriminated with 
I product ID including a financial accounting number, and contains fiirther the accounting equipment which can 
rate so that accounting to extension of said guarantee may be performed to the financial account specified by said 
incial accounting number. 

aim 24] It is the system according to claim 23 which can operate so that said accoxmting equipment may charge said 
incial account periodically. 

aim 25] It is the system according to claim 21 which can fiirther operate so that said stored registration information 
ch can operate so that said receiving side may receive said access code fiirther, accesses said database using said 
ess code, and contains said product ID of said product may be retrieved and said transmitting side may transmit the 
/est product information about the product identified with said product ID, including fiirther the retrieval equipment 
ch can operate. 

aim 26] The system according to claim 25 by which said access code is received periodically. 

aim 27] The system according to claim 26 which contains fiirther the accounting equipment which can operate so 

: accounting to transn^ssion of said newest product information may be performed to the financial account as which 

I registration information is fiirther specified by said financial accounting number including a financial accounting 

aber. 

aim 28] The system according to claim 25 which contains further the registration equipment which can operate so 
: the guarantee of the product identified with said product ID may be registered. 

aim 29] The system according to claim 28 by which said registration information contains fiirther the accounting 
ipment which can operate so that accounting to extension of said guarantee may be fiirther performed to the financial 
ount as which said registration equipment can operate so that extension of a guarantee of the product fiirther 
itified with said product ID including a financial accounting number may be registered, and it is specified by said 
incial accovmting number. 

aim 30] It is the system according to claim 29 which can operate so that said accounting equipment may perform 
ounting to transmission of said newest product information to the financial accoxmt fiirtiher specified by said financial 
ounting number. 



anslation done.] 
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TAILED DESCRIPTION 



itailed Description of the Invention] 

01] 

M of the Invention] This invention registers consumer product warranties and relates to the server of the network 

e which offers consumer product information. 

02] 

ascription of the Prior Art] It is required for the consumer who sets to the consumer products with which a guarantee 
ffered, and usually purchases or uses the product to perform registration of the guarantee to the manufacturer. The 
ited matter which explains a guarantee with the guarantee registration card for usually registering a guarantee by 
iraing to the manufacturer is attached to such a product. Product documents, such as a user manual, an operating 
nual, insurance notes, and a sales promotion report, are also usually attached to such a product again. The problem is 
t there is a possibility of losing the document which does not carry out sending the guarantee registration card for 
istration of a guarantee of many consumers, and is attached to the product. Furthermore, as for a product document, 
lating may be needed occasionally. 
03] 

oblem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] The procedure of this guarantee registration is simplified, a consumer is 
vided with the incentive which registers a guarantee, and the technique in which a consumer enables it for the newest 
duct document to come to hand simply [ always ] is needed. 
04] 

eans for Solving the Problem] This invention is the system and the approach provide the consumer of a product with 
duct information, simplify guarantee registration procedure, provide a consumer with the incentive which registers a 
irantee, and a consumer enables it for the newest product document to come to hand simply [ always ]. Registration 
:)rmation including Product ID and the information relevant to the consumer of the product is received. It is judged 
ether Product ID is effective, and when effective, the registration information is stored. The access code which 
ntifies the stored registration information is transmitted, and the product information about the product identified 
h Product ID is transmitted similarly. The guarantee of the product identified with Product ID can be registered. 
05] Registration information can contain a financial accoxmting number further, it is possible to register extension of 
uarantee of the product identified with Product ID, and accoimting to extension of the guarantee can be performed to 
financial account specified by the financial accounting number. Accounting to a financial accoxmt can be performed 
iodically. 

»06] If an access code is received, retrieval of the stored registration information which contains Product ID using the 
:ess code will be performed, and the newest product information about the product identified with Product ID will be 
ismitted. This access code is periodically receivable. 

i07] Registration information can have a financial accounting number further, and can perform accounting to 
ismission of the newest product information to the financial account specified by the financial accounting number. 
>08] 

nbodiment of the Invention] D rawin g 1 shows the system which operates a product information server and in it. One 
more computer system like the consumer systems 102A-102N operated by the consumer is connected to tiie product 
ormation server 106 so that a communication link may be possible throu^ a desirable network like the Internet 104. 
e product information server 106 contains a general-purpose product code (Universal Product Code, henceforth, 
C) / part number index 1 08, the product information database 110, and the consumer registration database 1 12. 
C / part number index 1 08 carries out the indexing of the product code of the product supported, the part number, or 
both by the related product document in which it is stored by the product information database 1 10. The user 
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istration database 1 1 2 stores the information about the registered user in a system. 

09] D rawi ng 2 is the flow chart of the process 200 of this invention of operation, and it can be understood best that it 
2rs to with drawin g 1 . The consumer who operates computer system, such as system 102 A, starts a process 200 from 
D 202 which accesses the web page offered by the product information server 106. As everyone knows, the operator 
I computer inputs URL into a browser program, and access to a web page is performed when the browser program 
esses the web page specified by the URL through the Intemet. 

10] In step 204, a consumer registers a product by inputting browser registration information including UPC or the 
t number which functions as a product ID of the product registered. Registration information can include 
)rmation, such as information on other which the operator of a consumer's name, the address, the purchase location 
I product, the serial number of a product, the dealings identification number from a selling agency, and the product 
)rmation server 1 06 or the manufacturer of a product needs, again. A browser transmits UPC or the part number, and 
registration information 1 14 which are shown in drawin g 1 to the product information server 106 through the 
^et 104. 

1 1] In step 206, the product information server 106 registers a consumer, and sends an access code or a registration 
nber 1 16 to the consumer, and, thereby, as for a consumer, access to product information is attained. In order to 
form this step, using UPC or the part number received from consumer system 102A, the product information server 
i accesses UPC / part number index 108, and verifies whether effective UPC or the effective part number was 
3ived. Furthermore, it judges whether the product information server 106 accessed the consumer registration 
abase 1 12, and the consumer has already registered it into the product information server 106. When the consumer is 
jady registered, the registration information corresponding to the product identified with received UPC or the part 
nber is added to a consumer's entry in the consumer registration database 112. When the consumer is not registered 
, the entry corresponding to the consumer is added to the consumer registration database 112 with the registration 
)rmation corresponding to the product identified with received UPC or the part number. If UPC or the part number is 
eked, the product information server 106 can transmit an access code or a registration number 1 16 to a consumer, 
. a browser program can store the access code or registration number 1 16 in consumer system 102 A. Preferably, an 
ess code 116 identifies uniquely both consumers who purchased a product and its product. 

12] In step 208, the product information server 106 registers a guarantee to the consumer about the product identified 
h received UPC or the part number into the manufacturer of the product, and transmits the product information 117 
he consumer. In the operation gestalt shown in drawing 1 , registration of a guarantee can be electronically 
formed by transmitting to the computer system 120 of the manufacturer from the guarantee registration information 
; through the Intemet, a local area network, a Wide Area Network, permanent connection, a dialup connection, etc. In 
er operation gestalten, guarantee registration information is printed and is sent to the manufacturer by mailing or the 
ion. moreover, other operation gestalten — if it is, the manufacturer can contact to the operator of the product 
)rmation server 106, and maintenance of the guarantee registration database of the manufacturer is also performed 
. it can also give him offer of guarantee service of the manufacturer. 

13] In order to transmit the product information 1 17, the product information server 106 accesses the product 
)rmation database 110, and retrieves the product information relevant to the registered product. Sales promotion 
orts, such as an owner's manual, a user manual, insurance notes, a repair manual, specification, an accessory catalog, 
a catalog of selling information and other products, etc. may be contained in such product information. The operator 
he product information server 106 can determine whether to send all the information relevant to a product, or send 
daily on the occasion of the registration about each product supported by the product information server 106. 
lally, on the occasion of registration of a product, only an owner's manual, a user manual, insurance notes, and a 
js promotion report are sent. 

14] Consumer system 102 A can receive the product information 117, and can store it. A consxmier can store in 
sumer system 102 A such product information on all the products registered in this way using organization of all 
uests by the consumer. By hope, a consumer can print all product information and can backup such information. 
1 5] In step 210, a consumer receives the incentive of the addition which the operator of the product information 
/er 106 to guarantee registration, the manufacturer of the registered product, or its both expect offer. For example, 
:ount to the consumer who performed online guarantee registration can be offered. This discount can also be directly 
sived by the account of the financial facilities of the credit card with which a consumer presents that accoimt number, 
others. Moreover, the product information server 106 can also transmit the discoimt bond with which the imique 
:emment ID which can receive discoxmt as an exception method when a consumer transmits by e-mail is attached, 
thermore, as another example, a consumer can also get the score (credit) to the shopping accoimt (shopping account) 
intained by the operator of the product information server 106, the manufacturer of the registered product, or the 
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tractor that is similar to it in addition to this. The score can be spent in order to purchase the article offered by such 
tractors, service, or its both. Moreover, as an option, the manufacturer of a product, a selling agency, or its both can 
) offer discount of the product to the consumer who participated in the online product information option on the 
asion of the purchase of a product. 

16] In order to make the newest information relevant to each product reflect, the product information stored in the 
duct information database 1 10 can be updated, corrected, changed or deleted easily. Since the product information 
/er stores in the consumer registration database 1 12 the information relevant to the product with which a consumer 
. its consumer purchased and were registered, a consumer can access the product information server 106 by hope, and 
retrieve the newest product information. A consumer, a browser program, or its both make the access code or 
istration number 116 received in advance by consumer system 102 A transmit to the product information server 106 
tep 212. The product information server 106 accesses the consumer registration database 1 12, and retrieves the 
)rmation relevant to the consumer identified by the access code 1 16 and the registered product. The product 
)rmation server 106 accesses the product information database 110 next, and retrieves the newest product 
)rmation on the registered product relevant to an access code. In step 214, the product information server 106 
ismits the retrieved newest product information to consumer system 1 02 A. 

17] Usually, a consumer accesses the product information server 106 to judge [ various ] whether the information on 
itional can come to hand, when the product information received before has been lost or deleted, or or it is new. The 
cess which accesses product information is automatable. With 1 operation gestalt, a browser pro-am can access the 
duct information server 106 periodically, and the newest product information can be acquired. With another 
ration gestalt, only when a consumer accesses the product information stored in consumer system 102 A, product 
)rmation is updated, moreover - another operation gestalt - the product information server 106 - the time - a chip 
: or the information updated periodically - a consumer system - an electronic mail or "push" technique ("pusher" 
inology) — it can transmit . 

18] In 1 operation gestalt of this invention, the product information server 106 can cope with the consumer who has 
; the access code sent in order to access. For example, a consumer can input the registration information on others, 
h as an identifier, and a consumer's address or Product ID, a serial nvimber, into the product information server 106. 
J product information server 106 discovers the entry to which it corresponds in the consumer registration database 
: using the inputted information. Then, the consumer registration database 112 can transmit the access code to a 
isumer again. 

19] In another operation gestalt, the product information server 106 can offer access to product information to the 
r who has not registered. For example, product information, such as an owner's manual and a user manual, will be 
pflil to such a user to acquire the information on products various before the user who may purchase a product 
chasing. Furthermore, other information, such as specification and sales promotion information, may be helpful. In 
; operation gestalt, probably, the manufacturer and the vendor of a product desire offer of such information in order 
lemand the purchase of the product of opposite Perilla frutescens (L.) Britton var. crispa (Thunb.) Decne. firom 
sible people of purchase. The operator of the product information server 106 can perform the claim of the tariff to 
h processing to the manufacturer or a vendor. 

20] The example of consumer system 102 A shown in drawing J is shown in drawing^ . Consumer system 102A 
itains the arithmetic and program control (CPU) 304 connected to the network adapter 302, a user interface 306, and 
mory 310. A network adapter 302 makes possible data communication with a network and the server which accesses 
Intemet preferably and is connected to the network for consvimer system 102 A. Although the modem of the interior 
he exterior is usually contained in a network adapter 302, an ISDN adapter, a local area network adapter, a Wide 
ja Network adapter, etc. can also be included. A user interface 306 displays on a user the output generated by 
option and consumer system 1 02A in the input from a user. Although a user interface 306 contains a mouse, a 
board, and a monitor, it can also usually contain other equipments, such as a graphic tablet, a trackpad, a trackball, a 
nner, and a printer. 

21] Memory 3 10 can be accessed by CPU304 and the program instruction executed by CPU304 and the data used in 
case of program execution are stored. Memory 310 usually Random access memory (RAM), read-only memory 
)M), Programmable ROM (PROMrprogranmiable read-only memory). An erasable programable ROM 
»ROM:erasable programmable read-only memory). Equipments, such as an electric erasable programable ROM 
iPROM:eIectrically erasable progranmiable read-only memory). Moreover, storage, such as a hard disk drive, a 
)py disk drive, a magnetic tape unit, and an optical disk drive, is included. 

22] Memory 310 contains the browser program 312, the plug-in interface routine 314, a plug-in module 316, an 
ess code 3 1 8, the product information 320, and the operating consumer system 322. The browser program 312 
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izes all the functions of a browser "are incorporated (built-in)", and the plug-in interface 314 connects a plug-in 
dule 3 1 6 to the browser program 3 1 2. A plug-in module 3 1 6 adds the additional function "which is not incorporated" 
. browser. The access code block 3 1 8 contains the access code returned from the product information server 106 on 
occasion of registration of each product. The product information block 320 includes the product information sent 
n the product information server 1 06. 

23] The example of a product information server 106 like the product information server 106 of drawmgj. is shown 
[rawing 3 . The product information server 106 contains the arithmetic and program control (CPU) 404 connected to 
itwork adapter 402, an operator interface 406, and memory 41 0. A network adapter 402 makes possible data 
imunication with the computer system which connects the product information server 106 to the Internet, and is 
nected to the Internet, such as consumer system 102 A. Although a network adapter 402 includes Tl interface or T3 
Tface, it can also usually contain an ISDN adapter, a local area network adapter, a Wide Area Network adapter, etc. 
operator interface 406 displays the output generated by reception and the product information server 106 in the input 
n the operator of the product information server 106 to an operator. Although an operator interface 406 usually 
tains a mouse, a keyboard, and a monitor, other equipments, such as a graphic tablet, a trackpad, a trackball, a 
rmer, and a printer, can also be included. 

24] Memory 410 can be accessed by CPU404 and the program instruction executed by CPU404 and the data used in 
case of program execution are stored. Memory 410 usually contains storage, such as equipments, such as random 
ess memory (RAM), read-only memory (ROM), programmable ROM (PROM), an erasable programable ROM 
•ROM), and an electric erasable programable ROM (EEPROM), and a hard disk drive, a floppy disk drive, a 
gnetic tape unit, and an optical disk drive. 

25] Memory 410 contains UPC / part number index 108, the product information database 110, the consumer 
istration database 1 12, the database access program 412, the server control program 414, and an operating system 
:. UPC / part number index 1 08 is attached as an index header of the product code of the product supported, the part 
nber or its both, and the related product document stored in the product information database 1 10. The user 
istration database 1 12 includes the information relevant to the user registered into the system. The database access 
gram 412 performs access to UPC / part number index 108, the product information database 110, and the consumer 
istration database 1 12, in order to answer the enquiry based on input, such as UPC, and the part number or an access 
e. With an operating system 416, the server control program 414 offers server ability, such as a transmission control 
tocol/Intemet Protocol (TCP/IP), a file transfer protocol (FTP), and a HyperText Transfer Protocol (HTTP), to the 
duct information server 106. 

26] The product information document in the product information database 1 10 is storable in the suitable format of 
itration. Preferably, although a product information document is stored by the portable document format (PDF), the 
nbination of such formats, such as document processing system formats, such as a graphics interchange format (GIF), 
IG (Joint Photographic Experts Group), tag image file format (TIFF), text format and Microsoft Word (Microsoft 
i-d), and the WordPerfect (WordPerfect) format, etc. is stored in the format that it is thought according to the 
itents of each document that it is suitable. Moreover, depending on the case, they are an MPEG (Moving picture 
jerts Group) format and WINDOWS. To store videos, such as an AVI (WINDOWS audio/visual interface) format, 
ce, or the product information on the both may be desired. 

27] A product information document is transmitted to consumer system 102 A by the suitable transfer protocol fi-om 
product information server 106. Preferably, although HTTP and a FTP protocol are used, others are strong, it is 
npatible and a suitable protocol can also instead be used. 

28] The entry 500 which is the formal example of the consumer registration database 1 12 is shown in drawing 5 . An 
ry 500 includes the access code field 502, the consumer information field 504, the product field 506, the 
nufacturer field 508, the guarantee field 510, and the consumer account field 512. An access code 502 is used as key 
d of an entry. When the product information server 106 receives an access code or a registration number, retrieval is 
formed until the input which has the value to match is found to the access code field 502 of the entry of the consxraier 
istration database 112. The product information server 106 searches the remaining fields used for a degree. The 
isumer information field 504 have the information which identifies the consiimer to whom the access code in the 
ess code field 502 is assigned, and the information relevant to it. For example, the consumer information field 504 
have the information on others, such as DEMOGURAFIKKU information, such as the consumer's identifier, the 
Iress, the telephone number, a fax number, the address of an electronic mail and age, sex, economic conditions, and a 
rital history, and a product preference, and purchase possibility. 

29] The product field 506 has the information which identifies the registered product relevant to the access code in 
access code field 502, and the information relevant to it. Although the product field 506 can have the product 
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ntification information after passing through verification the information which identifies products inputted by the 
isumer, such as UPC and the part number, the identifier of a product, the serial number of the equipment which the 
isumer owns, and when possible, the size, a power rating, a version, etc. can also have the additional information 
jvant to the product. The manufacturer field 508 has the information which identifies the manufacturer of the product 
ntified in the product field 506, and the information relevant to it. The guarantee field 510 has the information 
jvant to the guarantee of the product. The date of the purchase date of a product, a vendor and a purchase location, 
I guarantee registration etc. may be contained in the information relevant to a guarantee. 

30] The consumer account field 512 can have financial accounting numbers presented by the consumer, such as a 
dit card number and a bank account number. Accounting to the consumer by the product information server 106 to 
sr of the product information to a consumer and storing of the information on assignment of the consvimer to the 
isumer registration database 1 12 becomes possible by the financial accounting number. Accounting to a consumer 
be performed to access to periodical or the product information server 106. Furthermore, the product information 
ver 106 can perform [ a financial accounting number ] now initiation of guarantee extension of the product registered 
the consumer, and maintenance. Extension of a guarantee can be offered with the operator of the product information 
^er 1 06, the manufacturer of a product, and a third person service provision engine. 
31] As a conclusion, the following matters are indicated about the configuration of this invention. 
32] (1) The step which receives the registration information which is the approach of providing the consumer of a 
duct with product information through a network, and contains the product ID of said product, and the information 
►ut said consumer of said product. The approach containing the step which judges whether said product ID is 
jctive, the step which stores said registration information, the step which transmits the access code which identifies 
i stored registration information, and the step which transmits the product information about the product identified 
h said product ID. 

An approach given in the above (1) which contains fiirther the step which registers the guarantee of the product 
ntified with said product ID. 

An approach given in the above (2) which contains further the step which registers extension of a guarantee of the 
duct fi-om which said registration information is further discriminated with said product ID including a financial 
ounting number, and the step which performs accounting to extension of said guarantee to the financial account 
cified by said financial accounting number. 

An approach given in the above (3) to which accounting to said financial account is performed periodically. 
An approach ^ven in the above (1) which contains further the step which receives said access code, the step which 
ieves the registration information in which the above containing said product ID of said product was stored using 
i access code, and the step which transmits the newest product information about the product identified with said 
duct ID. I 
An approach given in the above (5) by which said access code is received periodically. 

An approach given in the above (6) which contains further the step which performs accounting to transmission of the 
vest product information to the financial account as which said registration information is further specified by said 
mcial accounting number including a financial accounting number. 

An approach given in the above (5) which contains further the step which registers the guarantee of the product 
ntified with said product ID. 

An approach given in the above (5) which contains further the step which registers extension of a guarantee of the 
duct fi-om which said registration information is further discriminated with said product ID including a financial 
ounting nimiber, and the step which performs accounting to extension of the above of a guarantee to the financial 
ount specified by said financial accoimting number. 

) An approach given in the above (9) which contains further the step which performs accounting to transmission of 
1 newest product information to said financial account specified by said financial accounting number. (1 1) A system 
luding a means receive the registration information which is the system which provides the consumer of a product 
h product information, and contains the product ID of said product, and the information about the consvimer of said 
duct, a means judge that said product ID is effective, a means store said registration information, a means transmit 
access code which identifies said stored registration information, and a means transmit the product information 
»ut the product identified with said product ID. 

) A system given in the above (11) which includes further a means to register the guarantee of the product identified 
h said product ID. 

) A system given in the above (12) which includes further a means to register extension of a guarantee of the product 
m which said registration information was further discriminated with said product ID including the financial 
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ounting number, and a means to perfomi accounting to extension of said guarantee to the financial account specified 
said financial accounting number. 

) A system given in the above (13) to which accounting to said financial account is performed periodically. 

) A system given in the above (11) which includes fiirther a means to receive said access code, a means to retrieve 

i stored registration information which contains said product ID of said product using said access code, and a means 

ransmit the newest product information about the product identified with said product ID. 

) A system given in the above ( 1 5) by which said access code is received periodically. 

) A system given in the above (16) which includes fiirther a means to perform accounting to transmission of said 
vest product information to the financial account as which said registration information was fiirther specified by said 
mcial accounting number including the financial accounting number. 

) A system given in the above (15) which includes fiirther a means to register the guarantee of the product identified 
h said product ID. 

) A system given in the above (15) which includes fiirther a means to register extension of a guarantee of the product 
Ti which said registration information is fiirther discriminated with said product ID including a financial accounting 
nber, and a means to perform accounting to extension of said guarantee to the financial account specified by said 
mcial accounting number. 

) A system given in the above (19) which includes fiirther a means to perform accounting to transmission of said 

v^est product information to the financial account specified by said financial accounting number. 

that the registration information which is the system which provides the consumer of a product with product 

>rmation, and contains the product ID of said product, and the information about the consumer of said product may 

received (21) The receiving side which can operate. So that it may judge whether said product ID is effective The 

ification equipment which can operate. The system which contains the transmitting side which can operate so that 

1 registration information may be stored and the product information about the database which can operate, the 

ess code which identifies said stored registration information, and the product identified with said product ID may be 

ismitted. 

) A system given in the above (21) which contains fiirther the registration equipment which can operate so that the 
irantee of the product identified with said product ID may be registered. 

) A system given in the above (22) which can operate fiirther so that said registration information may register 
ension of a guarantee of the product from which said registration equipment is fiirther discriminated with said 
duct ID including a financial accounting number, and contains fiirther the accounting equipment which can operate 
hat accounting to extension of said guarantee may be performed to the financial account specified by said financial 
ounting number. 

) It is a system given in the above (23) which can operate so that said accounting equipment may charge said 
mcial account periodically. 

) It is a system given in the above (21) which can fiirther operate so that said stored registration information which 
operate so that said receiving side may receive said access code further, accesses said database using said access 
le, and contains said product ID of said product may retrieve and said transmitting side may transmit the newest 
duct information about the product identified with said product ID, including fiirther the retrieval equipment which 
operate. 

) A system given in the above (25) by which said access code is received periodically. 

) A system given in the above (26) which contains fiirther the accounting equipment which can operate so that 
ounting to transmission of said newest product information may be performed to the financial account as which said 
istration information is fiirther specified by said financial accounting number including a financial accoxmting 
nber. 

) A system given in the above (25) which contains fiirther the registration equipment which can operate so that the 
irantee of the product identified with said product ID may be registered. 

) A system given in the above (28) whose registration information of said contains further the accounting equipment 
ich can operate so that accoimting to extension of said guarantee may be fiirther performed to the financial accoimt as 
ich said registration equipment can operate so that extension of a guarantee of the product fiirther idaitified with said 
duct ID including a financial accounting number may be registered, and it is specified by said financial-accounting 

nber. 

) It is a system given in the above (29) which can operate so that said accounting equipment may perform accounting 
ransmission of said newest product information to the financial account fiirther specified by said financial accounting 
nber. 
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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a guarantee 
registering procedure and to provide an incentive to 
register a guarantee for a consumer by storing 
registration information on condition that a product ID is 
valid once the product ID and registration information on 
the product are received. 

SOLUTION: A consumer who operates a system 102A, 
etc., registers the product by inputting browser 
registration information including a UPC or component 
number functioning as a product ID to be registered. A 
browser transmits the product ID and registration 
information 1 14 to a product information server 106 
through the Internet 1 04. The server 1 06 accesses a 
UPC/componeht number index 108 by using the 
received product ID to decide whether or not the 
product ID is valid and stores the registration 
information corresponding to the product in a consumer 
entry in a consumer registration database 112 when so. 
Further, the server 106 sends an access code or 
registration number 1 1 6 to the consumer and also transmits product information 117 regarding 
the product identified by the product ID to the consumer. 
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20 ;^i 1 2<D«*j<o^-r^.i>h yj&fisuffl-r. -e©^. 

[0019] jgij©j|ts?^®«:fci>r. Sn'iitf 1 

-7- ^ T^l'^ <!: ©Si{o'iitS$8*t€-© J: 5 ftot— »f©a{c3i 

S?a''o©S8i7c*>'C>ir-t3:, l»A®^IfiB1±©*iA 

tc*fL/-€-©S?a©B!A*(g-rfca&-€-©J: 5 ^cff f8©li 
«*StJ-e*5 ^. SSfnttfR-y--/-? 1 O 6 a>z^<^ u- ^» 

[ 0 0 2 0 ] H 1 «C^L*:rgS«V>^-f-A 1 0 2 A©«?« 

Hstcnvr. me^i'^^.^Ai 0 2Att. *?.hr7 

- • 7 3 0 2 tCSi^# tirt>SttiJtS|j|^i^ 

g(CPU) 304. ^— tf • -f^a'-^o.-^SO 
40 6. 3 1 O^Sr^tf. 4!.^, • TtS'r/^rS 0 

2tt. rBS^S'J^^A 1 0 2A%*9 h^? — »$L 

v~^ 'T 9-:r^ 3 0 2 (cwa^. rtajifcttii.g|j©^ 

T - if^vV^-^ - r ^7-^. -7 K • X >; T • 4^ K 

^-^*-^3 0 6tt3L— !f*>6©A**SW!R0. 
S^->:^7"A 1 0 2 A{Cir>rSfefiR$nfcm:/3?:3.-1f 

50 tc^TrT*. If • -<:>4f— X3 0 6tta;s. 
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[0 0 2 1 ] 3 1 0 CPU3 0 4CCct-:>rT 

^•feXT«»ci5&sr't. CPUS 04CCcfc-:>riiif?.n 

•T^-fe;^->^U (RAM) , ^aStOWffl^-ty (R 
OM) V :7'Dt5^^ApJSgROM (PROM : proqraimab 
le read-only memory) . rS*nItB:7'n ^^'^'5 AaJSgRO 10 
M (EPROM : erasable proqraninable read-only me 
mory) . S^W?S56^fig:/P AnJSgROM (EEP 
ROM electrically erasable proqranmable read-on 
ly memory) ^i'O^S. $/c.'^- F • XiJ? . 

12. ::^^t5^-<> • • ;U-^>3 1 
4. • -=t5^zx-;l/3 1 6. T^-feX-r3-F 

3 18. ««at»«3 2 0*5j:CJf:i--<U-^-/ >^tBS« 20 

tt, :/-7':?tfo-r'<>T® rffl^ji$tirc^-5 (bunt-i 

n) J «fiB*ll3Kl/. ^^i^-/> • -<>:>-r^*-;^3 
1 4«. ^^tfAly • ^i;^^-Jl'3 1 e^r^'^'^tf • :7' 
Di^-^AS 1 2tcSi^T-5. :7'^:^-f > - ^>?j»-.;i.3 

• a - F^^tf. SJJiWfB'i/n ^ 3 2 0 SSii 

[ 0 0 2 3 ] la 1 cDS?ia««-y-->'< 1 0 ^ <ox ^ ti:m& 

tSfEi^-^^l oeofi^*. H3iC7nTo S?D°Dtt*Bl^-^'« 
106«. Fy-tJ' • T^r7"^4 0 2. :t^l^-^ 

• >r>^-:7:c-x4 0 6*5^c/^^';4 1 0(cgMs 

nTl^-S^cStill^ftiffii^ (CPU) 4 0 4^^tf. 4^ 
V h -7-^ - T^^*4 0 2tt. SgD°ot««1f-^^ 1 0 6 

?:>f>^-^^ htC^^U, rBR^t^;:^^-^ 1 O 2 A3^ 

Xf-AiOT^-^ffi^^pftB^'T*. F"7-^ - T 
^fr^d?4 0 2«a^. T W>^-:7:t-;^*/c«T3 40 

JU • xUT - F»7-^ • n^y^^fcv-^ F • 
US^-r^o • '^>^-:7:»:-;:^4 0 6(3:a 
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[0 024 ] ^^^4 1 0(^. CPU4 0 4CC<t 07^ 

'^:^'rhcti)SX'^. CPU4 o4cc<tol^^f3^l-S7• 

y'-^mifrr^. 4 1 o«as. 7>^A • 7 
^-iz:;^ . y^y (RAM) , ^ffiOWffl^^U (RO 

M) . yPt5?^5ADjggROM (PROM) . m^^^-f 
P^^ApJfigROM (EPROM) . amwm^oJtg:/ 
py-^ApJtgROM (EEPROM) ^Ci'O^g. */c 
F • -r-f J^rJ' • jr^^y P 5^ • 7= . 

[0 02 51 4 1 0«. UPC/gPAS^-Of' 

:5?X 1 0 8. S3o°Dtt«5=-*-<->^ 110. Tgg^a 
IS-r- 112. t'-:^-^— X - T^-te:^ • Zfv 
^^A4 1 2. •tf->^^ • n.>F P-;l/ • :7'P:5/-^A4 1 
4, 4dcfcCf:^-^U— -f-Z^y • i^XT"A4 2 2*^t?o 
UPC/SPfnS^-Of^s^^?;:^ 1 0 8«. hS ti 

sSn'i^^SSn'Ji^- F^yt«g|«?i^-^*)'Sc^fc*^coiai:fi' 

^7^-^-^-:3;i 1 2«. 2>:^r'A{cSli^$n/c3.- 
P;y^A4 12». UPC-^gPn°o«-^*/cttTi^-feX. 

F«:t'©A;btt#ROcS-:y<M^ccic;§:T-S/ca«)Cc. 
U P C/SPiiS^'^ d^-:^ 1 0 8 , S!Ji1t#gf^- 
-<-Xl 1 0. *>J:CJfm«^eSi7^-tSz-c-;^i 1 

4 1 4»:t-^U— 7--/ >^ • i^XT-A4 1 6 i<t 4>CC. 

sjiittffii^-^''? 1 0 6tc*fb. mmmmy^ f^^i/z-y 

>^-:^^^^ F • r^P Fr3jU (TCP/IP). 
gJM^'P Fp->KFTP) . ^^>r^^•-T•^x hfejS::^P 
FP^b (HTTP) ^CDIf-^N'Sfig^Sfit^^. 
C 0 0 2 6 ) SatSfRT^-ar-^C-X 1 1 Ort(DKfiiW« 

y^-'^y F (PDF) -cttW-r^^s^ li«3afe:7*- 

"V'yF(GIF). JPEG (Joint Photographic Exp 
erts Croup) . ^{j>i • y 7 -(JVB^ (TIF 

F) . T^:^hm^. ^fc^^ i^tivy F • '7- F <M1 
crosoft Word) . r7 - f^^-y 3: 5^ F (WordPerfect) 
T^^-^t; F^c<b'CD^#iaSB5S;?ci\ S/c«C<DJ:^ 

PEG (Moving picture Experts Group) SJS^-t^W I N 
DOWS AV I (WIMXWS audio/visual interface) 

f tSttr S C i S n 5 C «!: ft S , 
[0 027] i!{D°att#BS:#«. Sga°D«$E"9--^N' 1 0 6 
?)7S»#>'>^'r A 1 0 2 Ate. mWj:^y'u F pjUC 
cfcoTKSISnS. »$U<«. HTTP^FTP:7'n 



«j«c:^a F=i^*-?-©f^to»)«:^fflr* Citrus. 
[0 028] ms^m^y'-ii^-^i, 1 1 acD^gJCi^-C 

W. Ti'-fe;:^ - 3- F - ^7 ^ -jU K5 0 2 . ^S^ffg 
7 ^ -Jl/ K 5 0 4. Sia^ ^ -JU F5 0 6 , SmTCV -i 

F 5 0 8. ^7 -;u F 5 1 0 . isj^ifm^mr 

- y \ 2i:-^ts. T4'-b;^-3-F 

5 p 2 «; x> F y (O^- . 7 ^ -^u F i n 
•5. 1 0 6*JTd^-b>^ • 3- F*fc{3:a 

^-^^rSC^HSio/c^. rB»^SIix-^-<-;j; 1 i 2 
©x> F ycOTi'-fe;^ • 3- F ■ 7^— F5 0 2K:j>* 

^=ff*?n-s, igo'itf fB1^--'^• 1 0 6tt;>ctc. fiwa-r* 
m^<OV ^ -JP F©*lim*tf 5. ms^#E:/ ^ -ju F 

5 0 4tt. Ti'-b;:^ - n- F • 7 -f -^U F 5 0 2 

Ti'-fe;^ • 3- F*st8o^-ce>tx-rc»-5m«^«r8ajgi!-r 
®#ttffi7 ^ -jp F 5 0 4 tt. ^(ommMOi&m. a 

[002 9] mS,7 -t-Jl' F5 O Ti^-bX ■ =>- 

F • — ^bFSO 2{C*47 4'H2X • 3— FtcWJit" 

m $E**-r S?d'&:7 -f -^l' F 5 0 6 tt. fgg^tc J: -p 

■c A^s tifcu p c ^spiifi^^c «t-<DSs!a^^!i-r stt 

S. SBfi7c7^->I/F5 0 Btt, SiS:? ^ -^1/ F 5 0 6 

ccKar^ttss^wrs. ^se^ ^ -^u f 5 i o -e 

[0 03 0] ?gS^T*'>>F • 7^-^UF5 1 2tt. 
rSS^tCi-pTS^Sn-Si^US??* F • F#-^ffi 

1 1 2'v©TBS^(D*gS©feffl©«tttc*t-r-5t!jJitfJ« 

j:-7Tpjtgi*^. ?gfi^'^©»#(*. mma^^fcitm 



2 0 00-242666 

[003 1 ]$ ia&i cr. ^^m<DiMguicmL-ciUT 

[ 0 0 3 2 ] ( 1) S?a©mS#«:18„°„tt#S5:4^ F 7 

I 



- b xmmr s :^x$> r>x. mM&m&(D^ 



i' 2 A^5r*fJS-r 2* ;^ 7- . B?riBS^tt^:fett^f 
( 2 ) mizm^u I D {C J: o -Cg|»!l3tl -SSifDCD^lE^a 

nshi Dicj:r,xm9sti:s>ngh<DmsE(Dms:^smr 

20 :/i*se»tc$ty, ±fe (2) «cgESg©7Jffi. 
Jiia ( 3 ) tciais©:??;^. 

(5) BfrieTd'-fe:^ • a-F^S^SXT-i^tT-i fj 
iBTi'-fex . 3- F%fflt>r. «(lri^a'„©Ui^a*i d 

t> B>ti^&iD<,c^-:,xm'istiist&icm-r?>mm 

( I ) ccfBig©:siffi. 

< 6 ) B?iBTi'-feX . 3- F^i^WtCSmstlS Ji 

30 SB (5> (csBM<fy:m. 

( 7 ) tiff B^Stf#R*J S 6 tcMlS^fi^;^^^ 

mm^m^icj: o rjgs ?n^M«D)ig<c*f u^© 

S!att*B©^«c*f^^,gilife^:tf5>^^-, zf^Sr^ 6{C^ 
tf . -hlB ( 6 ) tCBBK©*^ 

(8 ) mszms, I D«CJ:-3TaiSiJ$ti-5SS!p°„c!>^iE;&a 
l*r*>^7^ T'^SrS 6{CStf. JiiB ( 5 ) {CIBSSCDI? 

ssji I Dfcj:-yxmi$tiims,c:mm(ommi^^r 

^□)@^«c?J LtijiB©«aE©SS{c*fT-5ai^%?f -5 
->':/ilr£6«C$tf. ±^ (5) tc^tS©:)^. 

(10) B'jiBW^tts-^ccjcorjgjEsnsBuiBi*^ 
□Mcc*f L|!nB«ff©$sin°„til#8©aiM«:*f-r is^^tT 
5^7^ ^. ^tc^tf. ±iB ( 9 ) «:ats©5^js. 

(II) i!lD°o©?8®««:ii!f„iffg^it«-r4s>>^^l-c 

t!iiBS?a'i©5SD°„ I D€:gtf3^tll«fcJ:Cf|fISsa?D''o©rS 
50 3?ft-C*S*><!:^*i*fiJS-r5^ie<b. ilIfBgfiitt*B?:« 
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(12) msms,i Dtcj:-,rmiitHi>m&<Dmm^ 
g^-rs#is*56{c^tf. ±is (1 1) {cie«E<Djxx 

(13) miSSmmmifi:^ '^v:Mm^sf^^=S:-^j^f, m 

(14) BuiewiiPfli«:jj*-r«>sife*j^ft5,ic^f ton 

•5; JJB (13) Kffi«CDS^>^f^A. 

(15) tfTiBT^'-fe^^ ■ :3- F?:§lfr*^©<b. mifB 

Si<t^s*f8t*$6«:#«f. ±ge (I 1 ) {ci5«©s^ 

(16) wTferi'-fe;^ - n- FAJj^WKsmsns. 

_hiB (15) tC^<DS^>^f^A. 

( 17) B5fas^«*i3 hvc^m^m^^^^y^^ gj 
ias3?f©a3D'i.ti«<DSiMK:*t-r ■5si#=&tf 5 s e, 

Jc^tf. J:iB (16) {ciESS©i/X7"A. 

(18) H?Ki!!o'SlD«:j:^rgW(|?#a*S!„'i<DeSE* 
^S-r-S^S^S^tC^, ±iE (15) tCSEaSOi'^^ 

(19) H«f2S^#R*»5 hVLU^m^^^^^Jt: m 30 

«:?f>{C^tf. JJB (15) «CietScDJ^>^5f-A. 
(2 0) BiriBMi6#itS#{cJ:^riiSSn.2,Ml^nM 

Jbe ( 1 9) tcfBiS©j^;^7^A. 

(2 1) SgS©rg?f^KSSa°ottfg?r3EI«f ^.i^XT-A-C 

*>-3r. itrfaMJioSifDi D4^tfS»tt*E*jj:cmiB 
s^ftijt. BttiBS?o'& I D*i^r*>s*>i'53{p^im5e-r 

S J: ^ tcStif'PoJte/jr^l^g t , BUIB®lfStt#E^:K#J-r 
m^^mWi>rt>-^7. • 3- Ki. B5iBS«D°D I Dtc 

(2 2) Hus^ffil DtCJ:or^iJ$n4SSD''D<D^aE* 

(2 1) tClBiSCe^Xf-A. 

(2 3) |ijteSJSt«fB*53 6{cMS^it§^^^;!*. so 
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^^^SiblC^ts. ±12 (2 2) (Cfe*g©'>;:;7-A, 

(24) Boidm^MifimsemmDmicmmmic^^^s: 

tf'^Jr^JCSW'^oJtg-cftS. (2 3) tCsS$Si<OtyX 

(25) BifiB^MfiiJj&S $ tClusET -fe>^ • 3 - |r;£§ 

(2 1) CCtBtg©*^X7-A. 

(2 6) HflBTi'-fe;:^ - 3- F*lJ©t)!6«jtcS<13tlS. 
JbiB (2 5 ) CCiBi8©2^X5^A. 

(2 7) mE^mnm^^ i^tcmm^sm-m'S:-^^, m 
20 sBW^n-s-^fc J: o xi^ms ti ^mmnm(cM omi b 

66^tai^a*Se,*CSt». ±iB (2 6) «CiBtSCDi^>^ 
(2 8) fi?i3SS!n°Dl BiCJz^xmUtl^m&<omE^ 
(2 5) iCMm<OUy<.y^M„ 

(29) BuiBS^#BAJS 6«:Mi6^tt«-^«:$i5^ 

30 iBW^fi-*-^{CJ;-,-cig3£3nsJltl§5PM«;*fLB«fB 

a*S6«C^tf. Jiie (2 8) {CgB4g©ix;;^7-A. 
(3 0) Sui3S^S*J. Se.tCH«iBWlK#fftsiccJ: 
■^Tjgffi^ n€,Wf6PffiK:*rL|ir8BSfr©I3o°Bt»«©3j| 
mtC^f-r -5 sS#5rtf^ J: 5 tCttf^tg-C**. J;fB(2 
9) «:iBig©->XT-A. 
CB®©1B#^|$i^] 

[S 1 ] 2|i:^l«*sJ:C?*»ia*i«ifiF-r4;^>^^A«cj: 

[03)01 «:^Snsms^5^;^7^A©W*^-rVa 
[04 ] 0 1 iC^$tii>mAmn.1f--J'i<omi:mrzra 
[05 ] 0 I lCm^ini>m^mmm7'-i>-<-X'-^X 

[^^■^©sftBJ] 

10 2A tB©#i^;^7^A 
1 0 2N t^S^'>X7^A 
) 104 ■<ly^-i[.-jY 
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